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	SSC title: Is there any evidence that lack of adherence to medications has an impact on the effectiveness of fever management?
Description:
Fever is one of the most common symptoms parents/carers will manage in their young children, and is one of the most common symptoms for primary care consultations. Parents and clinicians often wish to treat fever with antipyretics (usually paracetamol and ibuprofen) to make children feel more comfortable during an illness and to ensure there are no underlying, more serious illnesses at play. There is much evidence and guidance for the effective use of antipyretics to reduce fever and associated symptoms 1-5. However, what is the best regimen to maximise the effectiveness of medicines on fever management? Is there an impact on the medicine’s effectiveness if medicines are not adhered to?
This project will be a literature review. The aim of the literature review will be review the current published evidence on whether effective fever management is impacted by how parents/carers adhere to the proposed regimens (for example; frequency, dose and duration of medication). In addition, the review will ascertain what the expected, most effective regimens are for treating fever, what usage is observed by studies and the extent to which studies report adherence. There are opportunities to explore sub categories of use for example, proactive or reactive use and to establish any gaps in the evidence-base in order to further pose research questions. Finally, an assessment of the PITCH randomised controlled trial 5 dataset can be carried out to determine if there are data available to contribute to the evidence base.
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